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the Prologue,  dated  September 6,   1889,  which, with   other  poems,  was  written  during the  last visit   to   Asolo.     For  the   most   part,   however, there is no reason to doubt that they belong* to the last two years of his life ; and they show his poetic  spirit running freshly and brightly to its close.     During those two years, 1888 and 1889, the   collected   edition  of his   Poetical  Works  in sixteen   volumes,   subsequently  completed   by a seventeenth,   was coming out,   and   part of his time   was   occupied   with   the   work  of revision connected with it*     But he was also writing fresh verse.     In   August,   1889,   he,   with   his   sister, visited Asolo for the third and last time.    There he corrected the proof sheets of his last volume ; there  he wrote  certainly the Prologue and   The Lady and the Painter ;   and from his visit there was derived the title of the book*    At the beginning of November he moved on to his son's new house in Venice, the Palazzo Rezzonico on the Grand  Canal,   which  will   henceforth  bear   his memorial tablet as long as Italy retains her affection for the English poets who have loved her. Late in the month he caught a chill, which his general strength (in spite of his feeling of health) was   in  no  state to resist;   and   there, on  December   12,  the end came*    On   that  very day Asolando  had  been   published   in  London,  and the first reviews, based upon the advance copies supplied by the publishers, appeared that morning in the London papers*    The news of the favourable reception which they gave to the volume
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